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Abstract- The present paper is devoted to study the flow of an incompressible, viscous, electrically conducting fluid in the presence of trans-
verse magnetic field. The governing equations of motion in terms of cylindrical polar coordinates are reduced to an ordinary differential 
equation by using dimensionless parameters and then solved analytically. Exact solutions for the axial velocity, flow rate and dynamic vis-
cosity are presented. Graphical representations of the results in terms of dimensionless parameters are outlined.  
The main result of this work is that, the effect of the magnetic field is to decrease the velocity profile and flow rate. Therefore, the velocity 
profile becomes more parabolic. The blood flow in the presence of a transverse magnetic field is taken as an example of this type of flow.  
Magnetohydrodynamics (blood) flow in a narrow tube is described using two layered (two-phase) model. The model consists of a central 
core region enriched with various types of blood cells such as red blood cells (RBCs) and a cell free layer (plasma) surrounding the core. 
The bluntness appears in velocity profile and this bluntness decrease by increasing magnetic field. 
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Introduction 
The study of the MHD flow problems through a tube has found an 
applications in many fields like MHD power generation, blood flow 
measurements, etc. In our problem we have obtained the exact 
solution of viscous incompressible flow through a tube and the 
magnetic field is transverse. The major part of the thesis deals 
with the analytical solution of the blood flow in the tube under a 
transverse magnetic field. 
The theoretical studies of blood flow in a tube (a narrow vessel) 
phenomena are very useful for the diagnosis of a number of cardi-
ovascular diseases in human physiology and for other clinical 
purposes. It is well known that blood behaves differently, in which 
Newtonian behavior is expected and in small vessels where non-
Newtonian effect. Blood can be regarded as a magnetic fluid ap-
peared in which red blood cells, (RBCs), magnetic in nature due 
to iron oxide in it. So when we apply a magnetic field on blood the 
only components of blood response to these field are RBCs, and 
this occur in-vitro (the blood represented as a suspension fluid). 
The movement of blood in an externally applied magnetic field is 

governed by the low of magneto hydrodynamics (MHD). When the 
body is subjected to a magnetic field the charged particles of the 
blood flowing transversally to the field get deflected by the Lorenz 
force, thus including electrical currents and voltages across the 
vessel walls. Therefore the interactions between these induced 
currents and applied magnetic field can cause a reduction of 
blood flow rate. 
Magnetic field interactions with blood flow have been demonstrat-
ed by many authors. Korchevskii and Marochnik [1] first proposed 
a velocity profile solution for blood flow as a Newtonian fluid be-
tween two parallel plates under a constant pressure gradient with 
a perpendicular magnetic field. Vardanyan [2] derived an approxi-
mation steady solution where velocity profile and flow rate were 
calculated by neglecting the induced fields. More recent studies 
were based on these founding works such as Keltner et al. [3]. 
When blood flows through tubes, the two-phase nature of blood 
as a suspension becomes important as the diameter of the RBCs 
becomes comparable to the tube diameter. The following are 
some of the effects observed in vitro and in vivo: (i) Fahraeus-
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Lindqvist effect: dependence of apparent viscosity on tube diame-
ter; (ii) Fahraeus effect: dependence of tube or vessel hematocrit 
on tube diameter; (iii) Existence of a cell-free layer near the wall: 
(iv) Blunt velocity profile. Nair et al. [4] used a two-phase model for 
the blood in modeling transport of oxygen in the arterioles. They 
considered a cell-rich core surrounded by a cell-free plasma layer. 
In the cell-rich core, the radial hematocrit distribution was ex-
pressed as a power law profile with maximum at the center of the 
tube. A parabolic velocity profile was taken for the plasma in the 
cell-free layer. Different velocities were used for the plasma and 
RBCs in the cell-rich core. The parabolic profiles were slightly 
blunted.  
Seshadri and Jaffrin [5] modeled the outer layer as cell-depleted, 
having a lower hematocrit than in the core. The apparent viscosity 
and the mean tube hematocrit were taken from the measurements 
obtained in glass tubes. The concentration of RBCs in the cell-
depleted layer was assumed to be 50% of that in the core. Gupta 
et al. [6] divided the outer layer into a cell-free plasma layer and 
cell-depleted layer. In both these studies, the velocity profile in the 
core was assumed to follow as a power law. 
Most mathematical descriptions of a steady blood flow in a cylin-
drical tube using a two-phase fluid model. The gradient in a shear 
rate create a force effect on cells. so, the RBCs flow toward the 
axis of high velocity (axial migration) and create a cell-free layer 
near from the wall of tube. Axial migration depends on particle 
size, velocity gradient, and the radius of the tube. Therefore, the 
viscosity in the core with RBCs is larger than that in the free layer 
with plasma because the particle size is large in core. The axial 
migration leads to bluntness in velocity profile and this different 
from parabolic velocity profile in a homogenous fluid.  
 
Formulation of the Problem 
Consider the motion of an electrically conducting viscous fluid in a 
circular tube of radius R and length L in the presence of a trans-
verse magnetic field, see. Fig. 1- 

Fig. 1- Flow Model Geometry 
 
Dynamical Equation of Motion 
The steady flow of viscous fluid in the presence of a magnetic field 
is governed by the conservation laws of mass and momentum 
which are: 

       (1) 

,   (2) 

where  is the velocity vector,  is the body force per unit 

volume; ρ is the density, and  is the pressure gradient. 
Therefore, f includes any external forces such as gravity or elec-
tromagnetic forces. In our problem, since the fluid is electrically 
conducting and there is an applied magnetic field, the most com-
mon type of body force which acts on a fluid is due to electromag-
netic effects. Therefore, the presence of the magnetic field re-
quires that an additional force must be included in equation (2) 
aside from the usual pressure and shear forces. The added force, 
is 

,     (3) 
where ρc is the charge density and B is the total magnetic field 
vector. The current density J may be expressed by the general-
ized ohm's law, i.e. 

,     (4) 

where σ is the electrical conductivity of the fluid. The terms σ  

and σ ( ), represent the conduction and induction current. 
For simplicity, we assume that the wall of tube is an electrically 
insulator. Next, the externally applied electric field is arranged to 
be zero. Finally, it is postulated that, the induced fields are negligi-
bly small. Therefore; Eq. (3) and Eq. (4) take the form. 

,       (5) 

,      (6) 
the equations describing the steady motion of the fluid under con-
sideration, Eq. (2), are being 

   (7) 

The term  vanishes in equation (2), also the pressure p is 
a function in z position only. In view of these assumptions, Eq. (7), 
takes the form.  

,   (8) 
Let us consider a cylindrical coordinate system (r, θ, z) having the 
z- axis coincident with the tube axis. The velocity components can 

be written as = [0, 0, w(r)] which satisfies the equation of 
continuity. The external constant magnetic field is applied trans-

versally such as  and the wall of 

tube is considered to be insulator. The operator in cylindrical 
coordinate take the form: 

, 
So  

 , 
Taking into account these assumptions the velocity profile can be 
defined by the z- component of the momentum equation, Eq. (8) 
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as: 

,  (9) 
Boundary Conditions 
Equation (9), give a complete description of the physical occur-
rence within the fluid. But to complete the statement of the prob-
lem, it still remains to specify the boundary conditions. For the 
present case the velocity is maximum in the center of the tube and 
decrease when approach to the wall. These conditions are given 
by: 

,  at  ,   (10)

,  at ,   (11)
Equation (11) shows that, the velocity w is bounded on the z- axis 
and because of symmetry the velocity gradient vanishes along the 
axis of the tube. 
 
Dimensionless Parameters 
The governing equations, Eqs. (9) to (11) to dimensionless form in 
order to be simple in mathematical handing, 

,  .    (12) 
In terms of the new variables given in Eq (12) the governing equa-
tions, Eq. (9), becomes: 

,    (13)

Let k= ,  (14) 
in Eq. (14), the symbol m represents the magnetic parameter 
(staurt number) defined by: 

,      (15)
the magnitude of m is an index to the relative importance of mag-
netic forces. When m = 0, magnetic forces are absent; when m 
increases, the magnetic forces become increasing. 
The boundary conditions imposed on the functions f in terms of 
the new variables are: 

,  at  ,    (16)

,  at ,    (17) 
In the state of blood:  
 
Formulation of the Problem 
Consider the motion of blood is an incompresspole, an electrically 
conducting viscous fluid in a circular tube of radius R and length L 
in the presence of a transverse magnetic field. Blood is represent-

ed by a two-phase model consisting of a cylindrical core region of 
radius ri and a cell-free layer outside the core containing plasma 
with an effective viscosity µ0. The core region contains a suspen-
sion of red blood cells in plasma with an effective viscosity µi (µi > 
µ0), see Fig. 2. 

Fig. 2- Flow Model Geometry 
 
Dynamical Equation of Motion 
The steady flow of blood as a Newtonian incompressible fluid in 
the presence of a magnetic field is governed by the conservation 
laws of mass and momentum in Eq. (1)-( 9). When the blood flow 
through a tube Eq. (9) takes the form: 

,  (18) 
for the core layer with RBCs and  

,   (19) 
for the cell free (plasma) layer 
 

Boundary Conditions 
Equation (18) and (19), give a complete description of the physical 
occurrence within the fluid. But to complete the statement of the 
problem, it still remains to specify the boundary conditions. For the 
present case the boundary conditions are the standard no-slip 
conditions of velocities and these conditions are given by: 

,  at  ,   (20) 

,  at ,   (21) 

Equation (21) shows that, the core velocity is bounded on 
the z- axis and because of symmetry the velocity gradient vanish-
es along the axis of the tube. 
 
Dimensionless Parameters 
The governing equations, Eqs. (18) to (21) to dimensionless form 
in order to be simple in mathematical handing  

.     (22) 
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In which α represents the dimensionless core radius. When a =0, 
the core layer is absent and the blood is a homogenous Newtoni-
an fluid. When α increase a® 1 the core layer becomes increas-
ingly important which equivalent to blood flow in a large tube. In 
terms of the new variables given in Eq (22) the governing equa-
tions, Eqs. (18) and (19), becomes: 

, (23)  
for the core region and 

,  (24)  f o r 
the plasma region 
The boundary conditions imposed on the functions wi and w0 in 
terms of the new variables are: 

 ,   at  , (25) 

 ,   at , (26)  
 
Solution of the Problem 
Velocity Function 

The dimensionless velocity function  is obtained from the 
solution of Eq. (14) subject to the boundary conditions, (16) and 
(17). This solution takes the form: 

,   (27) 
Flow Rate 
The flow rate takes the following form: 

,    (28) 
with the help of Eq. (27), the rate of flow in dimensionless form is: 

    (29) 

Since so 

   (30) 
 
Asymptotic Solutions 
In order to discuss the results of the theoretical proposed in this 
study an asymptotic solutions are used to evaluate the analytical 
results for velocity profiles and for flow rate obtained in Eqs.(27)- 
(30) for various values of the parameters involved.  
 
 

Velocity Function 
By using the standard approximation formula of modified Bessel 
function of zero order: 

,   (31) 
the velocity function can be expressed in the following parabolic 
distribution: 

,   (32) 
Flow Rate 
Since 

,  
it follows that the flow rate, Eq. (30), approaches the following 
form: 

 (33) 
Or 

  (34) 
 
Apparent Magnetic Viscosity of Viscous fluids 
The standard flow rate of viscous fluid in a tube is given by the 
equation :  

,    (35) 
As a result of our study, the rate of flow of magnetic fluid in a tube 
can be written as: 

,    (36) 

where  is the apparent viscosity of the magnetic fluid which 
is a measure of viscosity when the magnetic field is applied. The 
comparison between Eq. (34) and Eq. (36) gives: 

.   (37) 
 
Solution of MHD Blood Problem 
Velocity Function 

The velocity functions , are obtained from the 
solution  

.(38) 












0

0mw)
d

dw1

d

wd
()

dz

dp
(

R
i

i

2

i
2

i

2

1

0)
d

dw1

d

wd
()

dz

dp
(

R 0

2

0
2

0

2












0w0  1

0
d

dw i 
 0

)(f 








 


)m(I

)m(I
1

m

k
)(f

0

0

11 

rdr)r(w2Q
R

0



,d)(f
L

pR2
Q

1

0

4

 






 






  ),x(Idx)x(I 10

,
mI

mI
1

m

k

L

pR2
Q

0

1
4

















 






 





0n

n2

2
1

20 x
!n

1
)x(I

)1(
)4(

)( 2 



m

mk
f

11 

 









0n

1n2

2

1
1 x

)!1n(!n

1
)x(I

,
)m4(4

m8mm
1

L

p

m

kR2
Q

4





















 






.
m4

1

4

1

m

1

L8

pkR4
Q

4
































dz

dp

L

1

8

R
Q

4















dz

dp

L8

R
Q

app

4

app













m4

1

4

1

m

1
k4app

)(w i  )(w0 













































dz

dp

m

R

dz

dp

m

R
)1(

dz

dp

4

R

mI

mI
w

i

2

i

2
2

0

2

0

0
i

Magnetohydrodynamic Blood Flow in a Narrow Tube 

World Research Journal of Biomaterials  
ISSN: 2278-7046 & E-ISSN: 2278-7054, Volume 1, Issue 1, 2012 



Bioinfo Publications   5 

 

, 
solution of the outer region (cell free layer) is: 

,   (39) 
 
Asymptotic Solutions 
In order to discuss the results of the theoretical model proposed in 
the study, an asymptotic solution are used to evaluate the analyti-
cal results for velocity profiles in Eq. (38)- (39) for various values 
of the parameters involved.  
 
Velocity Function 
By using the standard approximation formula of modified Bessel 
function of zero order given in Eq.(31): 
the velocity function in the core can be expressed in the following 
parabolic distribution: 

, ,   (40) 
Where 

  (41) 
The parameter β represents the deviation from parabolic flow, 
when m = 0, 
β = 1 the velocity profile becomes parabolic throughout the entire 
cross section of the tube and the fluid become homogenous. 
 
Results and Discussion 
Because the goal of this study is to investigate the effect of an 
external magnetic field on the viscous flow in a tube, we have 
chosen parameters of the flow from the study of Sharan et al [14]. 
The radius R of the tube is chosen as R =70 µm.Values of the 
magnetic parameter m are chosen between 1 and 4.  

Axial Velocity Distribution  
Axial velocity profiles f computed from the present study, eq. (32) 
is represented graphically in Fig.3. The effect of the magnetic field 
parameter m is also shown in that Fig. In these Fig. we observe 
that the velocity profile of viscous fluid is more parabolic and these 
parabolic decrease by increasing magnetic field parameter m. 

Fig. 3- Velocity profiles at k=0.02, and magnetic parameter (m=1, 
2, 3, 4) top to bottom. 

Flow Rate Distribution Q (m) 
Values of the volumetric flow rate Q are calculated using Eq. (34). 
The variation of Q against m is shown in Fig. 4 for different values 
of m taking k = 0.02 Decreasing in Q with increase m. 

Fig. 4- Decrease of flow rate Q in the presence of magnetic field 
m. 

Magnetic Viscosity of Viscous Fluid  
Decreasing in flow rate leads to increasing in a magnetic viscosity 
for the viscous fluid under influence of the magnetic field.  

Fig. 5- Increasing of a magnetic viscosity µ with magnetic field m.  
 
Results and Discussion of Blood 
MHD flow of blood in narrow tubes is characterized in this model 
by several parameters: the dimensionless core radius α, the mag-
netic parameter m and the rheological parameters of the fluids, 
i.e., the viscosities of the core µi and outer layer µ0. 
The dimensionless core layer thickness α is chosen as α = 0.92, 
in some calculations, α is varied between 0 and 1. The viscosities 
of the core µi=4.03cp, and outer region µ0=1.24cp.  
 

Axial Velocity Distribution  
Axial velocity profiles wi and w0, are represented graphically in Fig. 
6 and 7 for two values of the pressure gradients, - dp/ dz = 76 
dyne /mm3 and - dp/dz = 67.5 dyne / mm3. The effect of the mag-
netic field parameter m is also shown in that figures. The velocity 
profile of the core not parabolic but the bluntness parameter in Eq.
(41) create the velocity profile of the core deviate from parabolic, 
when the magnetic field affect the bluntness decrease and the 
homogeneous fluid flow through a tube and these leads to speak 
about large vessel. The dimensionless core radius α is the im-
portant parameter affect on velocity profile,  
when α decrease leads to bluntness decrease and the core be-
come absent so the velocity of core region is the same of the 
velocity of outer region and the fluid become homogenous solu-
tion not suspension. 
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Fig. 6- Velocity profiles at α = 0.92, -dp/dz = 76dyne/mm3 and 
magnetic parameter (m = 0, 1, 2, 3, 4) (top to bottom).  

Fig. 7- Velocity profiles at α = 0.92, -dp/dz = 67.5dyne/mm3 and 
magnetic parameter (m = 0, 1, 2, 3, 4) (top to bottom). 

Fig. 8- Velocity profiles at α = 0.85, -dp/dz = 67.5dyne/mm3 and 
magnetic parameter (m = 0, 1, 2, 3, 4) (top to bottom). 

 
Bluntness Distribution β 
Parameter β in Eq. (41) is the bluntness velocity profile in the core 
region. For a given fluid, this parameter depends on the dimen-
sionless core radius α, and magnetic parameter m. Fig. 9 shows 
that the bluntness parameter β increases as α increases. The 
increasing in β leads to the velocity profile become parabolic In 
other words. Fig. 10 shows that β decreases as m increases. 
Thus, the velocity profile becomes more parabolic when α is de-
crease or m is increase.  

Fig. 9- Variation of bluntness parameter β with α at (m =1, 2, 3, 4) 
(top to bottom). 

Fig. 10- Variation of bluntness parameter β with m at (α =0, 0.2, 
0.4, 0.6, 0.8) (top to bottom). 

 
Conclusion 
In this paper, MHD incompresspole, electrical conducting viscous 
fluid in the tube is described. Governing differential equation 
which describes the flow in tube is described, and this equation is 
solved analytically. The effect of magnetic field parameter m on 
the velocity profile, flow rate and apparent magnetic viscosity is 
studied. It is found that increasing MHD parameter decreases the 
velocity and flow rate and this leads to increasing in apparent 
magnetic viscosity. The blood flow in the presence of a transverse 
magnetic field is taken as an example of this type of flow.  
Magnetohydrodynamics (blood) flow in a narrow tube is described 
using two layered (two-phase) model. The model consists of a 
central core region enriched with various types of blood cells such 
as red blood cells (RBCs) and a cell free layer (plasma) surround-
ing the core. 
Governing differential equations are solved analytically. The blunt-
ness appears in velocity profile and this bluntness decrease by 
increasing magnetic field.  
Therefore, a remarkable phenomenon is that by using an external 
magnetic field we can regulate the blood flow and treatment some 
of diseases such as bleeding and clotting. 
 
References 
[1] Korchevskii E. and Marochnik L. (1965) Biofizika, 10(2), 371. 
[2] Vardanyan V.A. (1973) Biofizika 18(3), 491. 

Magnetohydrodynamic Blood Flow in a Narrow Tube 

World Research Journal of Biomaterials  
ISSN: 2278-7046 & E-ISSN: 2278-7054, Volume 1, Issue 1, 2012 

1.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

W

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
1.0

0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

0 1 2 3 4
1.0

0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

m

1.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

W

1.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

W



Bioinfo Publications   7 

 

[3] Keltner J.R., Roos M.S., Brakeman P.R., Budinger T.F. (1990) 
Magn Reson Med., (16), 139. 

[4] Nair P.K., Hellums J.D. and Olson J.S. (1989) Microvasc. 
Res., (38), 269-285. 

[5] Seshadri V. and Jaffrin M.Y. (1977) Inserm-Euromech., (92), 
265. 

[6] Gupta B.B., Nigam K.M. and Jaffrin M.Y. (1982) J. Biomech. 
Eng., (104), 129. 

[7] Kinouchi Y., Yamaguchi Y., Tenforde T.S. (1996) Bioelectro-
magnetics, (17), 21-32. 

[8] Caro C.G., Pedley T.J., Schroter R.C. and Seed W.A. (1978) 
The mechanics of the circulation. Oxford University Press. 

[9] Bird R.B., Armstrong R.C., Hassager O. (1987) Dynamics of 
Polymeric Liquids, 1. 

[10] Liu Y., Edge R., Henbest K., Timmel C.R., Hore P.J., Gast P. 
(2005) Chem Commun (Camb), (2), 174 -176. 

[11] Burton A.C. (1972) Physiology and Biophysics of the Circula-
tion. 

[12] Goldsmith H.L. and Skalak R. (1975) Hemodynamics. Annual 
Review of Fluid Mechanics, (7), 213-247. 

[13] Graham B. Wallis (1969) One-dimensional Two-phase Flow. 
McGraw-Hill Book Company. 

[14] Sharan M. and Popel A.S. (2001) Biorheology (38), 415-428. 
[15] Goldsmith H.L. and Turrito V.T. (1986) Thrombosis and Hae-

mostasis, (55), 415-435. 
[16] Matrai A., Whittington R.B., Skalak R. (1987) Clinical Hem-

orheology Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff, 9-71. 
[17] Lowe G.D.O., Barbenel J.C. (1988) Clinical Blood Rheology, 

1. CRC Press, 11-44. 
[18] Chaturani P. and V.S. Upadhya (1981) Biorheology (18), 245-

253. 
[19] Jung J., Hassanein A. and Lyczkowshi R.W. (2006) Annals of 

Biomedical Engineering, (34), 393-402. 
[20] Pralhad R.N. and Schultz T.J. (1988) Biorheology, (25), 715-

726. 
[21] Sharan M. and Popel A.S. (2001) Biorheology (38), 415-428. 
[22] Srivastava V.P. (1995) International Journal of Biomedical 

Computing (38), 141-154. 
[23] Srivastava V.P. (2000) Automedica, (18), 271-300. 
[24] Srivastava V.P. (2002) Indian Journal of Pure & Applied Math-

ematics., (33), 1353-1360. 
[25] Wang C.Y. and Bassingthwaighte J.B. (2003) Journal of Bio-

mechanical Engineering (125), 910-913. 
[26] Srivastava V.P. and Srivastava R. (2009) Computers & Math-

ematics with Applications, 2(58), 227-238. 
[27] Chien S., Usami S. and Skalak R. (1984) Handbook of Physi-

ology, American Physiological Society, 217-249. 
[28] Srivastava V.P. (2007) International Journal of Application and 

Applied Mathematics, 1(2), 51-65. 
[29] Mishra B.K. and Verma N. (2007) Applied Mathematics and 

Computation. 
[30] Wagh D.K. and Wagh S.D. (1992) Proceeding of Physiology 

of fluid Dynamics, III, 311-315.  
[31] Yamamoto T., Nagayama Y. and Tamura M. (2004) Physics in 

Medicine and Biology, 14(49), 3267-3277. 
[32] Pries A.R., Neuhaus D. and Gaehtegnes P. (1992) American 

Journal of Physiology, (263), 1170-1778. 
[33] Srivastava V.P., Rastogi Rati and Vishnoi Rochana (2010) 

Comput. Math. Applc., (60), 432-441. 
[34] Srivastava V.P. and Srivastava Rashmi (2009) Computer and 

Mathematics with Applications, (58), 227-238. 
[35] Srivastava V.P. (1996) J. Biomech., (29), 1377-382. 
[36] Rekha Bali, Usha Awasthi (2011) Applied Mathematics, (2), 

264-269. 
[37] Srivastava V.P. and Rochana Vishnoi (2010) Applications and 

Applied Mathematics, (5), 1352-1368. 

Abdel Wahab M. and Salem S.I. 

World Research Journal of Biomaterials  
ISSN: 2278-7046 & E-ISSN: 2278-7054, Volume 1, Issue 1, 2012 


